Phoenix Holocaust Association

Annual Report 2025

This past year, 2025 has been a busy one for the Phoenix Holocaust Association (PHA). With gratitude, we

thank our Board, our Executive Director, our members, friends, and partners for the commitment and

hard work you have shown in furthering our mission. Some of these accomplishments are highlighted

below.

Educational Projects

We sponsor teacher training programs to support teachers with knowledge and testimony to assist

them in providing Holocaust and genocide education as mandated by the state of Arizona. In April we

held the Sam Hilton Educators Conference at Scottsdale Community College with an emphasis on

Antisemitism and the Assyrian Genocide. The Murray and Sabina Zemel Educators Conference on the

Holocaust and Genocide took place in November at the Franciscan Renewal Center with 75 teachers

present. Board members, ASU faculty, and a Kindertransport survivor were some of the presenters.

Anne Frank USA provided a special performance for attendees.

In concert with ASU Jewish Studies and Scottsdale Community College, PHA has initiated a
speakers series. The first speaker was Dr. Stanley Mirvis, and our second event featured board
member and Holocaust survivor Hanna Miley and residential boarding school survivor Dr. Ramona
Klein.

We had our first Back-to-School Night for Teachers, featuring PHA member authors for a book fair
and a book talk with Holocaust survivor Charlotte Adelman.

With Childsplay, we conducted teacher training for their play No Going Back which is available to
bring into schools.

Our Speakers Bureau in conjunction with AZJHS, provides Holocaust speakers to schools,
libraries, theater events, civic organizations and others. Over17000 students were reached by our
Bureau over the last 2 years.

Remembrance Events

This year, the annual Yom HaShoah Community Wide Commemoration was held at Phoenix
Symphony Hall in partnership with the Phoenix Symphony. The program was extremely well
attended and unique. We were thrilled to have an audience of over 1100 and our speakers
included the Governor of Arizona and the Mayor of Phoenix, survivor Hanna Zack Miley and Rabbi
Tracee Rosen. Many members of the community were present including interfaith officials, clergy
members, and other government officials. Participation of area rabbis, cantors, a string trio from
the Phoenix Symphony, and the Israeli Scouts enhanced the program. Public media coverage



amplified the message of Holocaust awareness. We held two additional events to continue our
commemoration: At the JCC, partnering with Now Gen, 11 hours of reading of the names of Shoah
victims was presented and with AZJHS, we had a play reading of Mazel.

e International Holocaust Remembrance Day was commemorated with an extremely well attended
book talk for We Were the Lucky Ones featuring the NY Times best-selling author Georgia Hunter
in conversation with actor Busy Philipps.

e Ouirfirst Kristallnacht event featured a panel discussion with survivors and descendants of that
awful night and included a speaker from Yad Vashem. This was held at Temple Kol Ami and was a
joint effort with AZJHS.

Community Participation

e We continue to participate with the Greater Phoenix Jewish Film Festival.

e PHA was at the Jewish Community Day with the Diamondbacks and one of our survivors, Kathy
Gross, was honored with throwing out the first pitch.

e PHAtook partin the last night of “Chanukah in Carefree” and we celebrated with sufganiyot (jelly
donuts). Survivor Dr. Michael Markson spoke publicly about his experience first the first time.

e We continue to support and participate in the development of the Hilton Family Holocaust
Education Center which broke ground this summer.

e PHA participated in Genocide Awareness Week at ASU, with a day dedicated to the Holocaust,
including speakers from our board.

Services for Survivors and Descendants

e Café Europa had a robust year. Our monthly luncheons have expanded to include not just
survivors and descendants but also students. In addition to musical entertainment at some
events, we have also included other entertainment such as a drum circle. Again this year, we were
able to provide a Chanukah gift to survivors because of a generous donation from a donor.

e The Descendants Forum continues with monthly events at the EVICC.

e PHA held a members only talk-back with the director of Among Neighbors (part of the Phoenix
International Film Festival).

e 3GAZ has had many activities throughout the year and continues to grow.



