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2021 WAS AN EXCELLENT YEAR 
AND A DIFFICULT ONE

COVID19

Vaccines & Home 
deliveries

STRENGTH

Fiscal

Membership

HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATION

Passage of HB 2241



Vaccination Campaign Helps Protect 
Survivors

PHA worked with Representative Alma Hernandez 

and the AZ Department of Health to successfully 

schedule over 40 Holocaust survivors for COVID-

19 vaccines.

Pictured are survivors and board members, Rise 

Stillman and Frieda Allweiss awaiting 

administration of their 2nd dose by Dr. Cara Christ, 

former director of Arizona Department of Health 

Services. 



Holocaust Education Mandate Is Finally Signed Into Law 



Statewide Task Force Developed Resources
After the Arizona Board of Education voted to require all 

schools to teach the Holocaust and other genocides, PHA 

coordinated a Task Force on Holocaust Education to 

develop resources for teachers to provide easily assessable 

teaching materials.  The resulting toolkit is live on the 

website of the Arizona Department of Education.

PHA Board on Task Force:

Sheryl Bronkesh and Kim Klett, co-chairs

Adena Astrowsky

Anthony Fusco

John Liffiton

Ettie Zilber

PHA Speakers Bureau
● 46 presentations via 

ZOOM and in-person

● Audiences 5th grade -

college

● >2,000 impacted



A generous donor funded a research study on Holocaust 

educational mandate across the USA.

This outstanding 20-page report was featured in several 

news stories and copies were given to every elected 

official in the Arizona House of Representatives and 

Senate.



RESILIENCE: Reflections of Arizona 

Holocaust Survivors: This 40-minute 

video is geared toward high school 

students and is accompanied with a 

teacher guide that provides suggestions 

for classroom discussion. Features Esther 

Basch, Oskar Knoblauch,  and Alexander 

White

The Hidden Children: This 30-minute video 

featuring Marion Weinzweig and Charlotte 

Adelman is geared toward middle school 

classrooms and is accompanied with a 

teacher guide that provides suggestions for 

classroom discussion.



Education Programs
This year PHA  hosted many exciting virtual programs 

featuring Holocaust survivors, descendants of Holocaust 

survivors, and book talks with award winning journalists and 

authors. Hundreds of people around the country participated 

in informative discussions on Holocaust-related topics.. 



PHA Partnered with 

AZJHS, ASU, BJE, ADL 

& MSI in Holocaust 

Education during 2021







I NEVER SAW ANOTHER BUTTERFLY REACHES THOUSANDS



PRISON BOOK PROJECT

• 55 individuals/organizations from all over North America 
donated books and/or funds for books. ($530). The PHA Board 
supported with $400.

• 650 books collected, delivered, distributed- Oct.2021 to 16 
prison libraries

• Over 300 books to be delivered to Phoenix Juvenile prison

• 36,000+ prisoners have access to the libraries/6,535+ prisoners in 
educational programs

• 150 youth in a high school program in the Juvenile prison

• Books will be used for high school programs, general library 
circulation for both inmates and teachers/staff.

• PHA gained positive exposure from 4 news articles about this 
unique project

• Words of praise for PHA: amazing. kol hakavod, Tikkun Olam, 
inspiring, changing lives, awesome, mazal tov, 
wonderful, kavanah, bless you, thank you for letting me be part 
of this project



CAFÉ EUROPA CONTINUED THROUGHOUT 2021 
WITH HOME DELIVERIES AND ZOOM 

ENTERTAINMENT

Telephone tree organized at the 

beginning of the pandemic 

continued throughout 2021 to 

maintain contact with survivors.  





PHA LAUNCHED A REDESIGNED WEBSITE IN SEPTEMBER 2021
PhxHA.com 





PHA produced an impressive Yom HaShoah 

commemoration – Holocaust Education, Inspiring 

the Next Generation - which was viewed by several 

hundred people.  The keynote address was given 

by AZ Rep. Alma Hernandez.  Survivor Rise 

Stillman gave a riveting message. Also participating 

in the program included:

● Rabbi Jeremy Schneider

● Cantor Dannah Rubinstein·

● Over 50 survivors who were awarded Shofar Zakhor 

Awards

● Shevet Shemesh Israeli Scouts·

● Many members of PHA Board of Directors including 

Eva Flaster, Sheryl Bronkesh, Janice Friebaum, Joel 

Lassman, Kim Klett and Rise Stillman participated in 

the program while others helped behind the scenes.

● Shout out to Zohar Raz for his technical expertise 



During 2021 We Said Farewell to Twelve Survivors

Irving Berk Rosaline Isaacson

Rose Jalowiec Eda Lehman

Irene Danon Serge Voronka

Nancy Fordonski Alfred Braunschweiler

Magda Herzberger Bluma Polanski

George Kalman Eduard Harris



Irving Berk Rose Jalowiec Irene Danon

Nancy Fordonski Magda Herzberger George Kalman



Eda Lehman Sergey VoronkaRosaline Isaacson

Alfred Braunschweiler Bluma Polonski Eduard Harris



Apologies if we inadvertently missed a name

Thank you to the following organizations and individuals for their support in 2021

Arizona Department of Education INDIVIDUALS (Donations of $1,000+)

Arizona Legislature Jeffrey Cain

Arizona Community Foundation Amy and Andrew Cohn

Arizona Jewish Historical Society Susie Ernst

Arizona State University Esther Rosen

Bureau of Jewish Education Helaine Wasser

East Valley Jewish Community Center Alexander and Inez White

Israeli American Council Barry and Barbara Zemel

Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Phoenix 

and Molly Blank Fund of JCF

Jewish Community Relations Council

Martin-Springer Institute at NAU AND OTHER GENEROUS DONORS

Tucson Jewish History Museum

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum



We sincerely appreciate all PHA members, volunteers and donors.

If you want to get more involved, please email or call:

SherylBronkesh.PHA@gmail.com

480-223-3021

Many thanks to intern, Justina Bello for her technical 

support

mailto:SherylBronkesh.PHA@gmail.com

